
 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF CHOSEN 

FREEHOLDERS HELD  ON TUESDAY , FEBRUARY 11 , 2020  AT 7:0 0 P.M.   
IN THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING  

4 MOORE ROAD  
CAPE MAY COURT HOUSE, NEW JERSEY  

 

 
The meeting convened  with  Director Thornton  presiding and the following members 
answering roll call:  

 
Freeholders  Desiderio, Hayes,  Pierson  and Thornton  (4) 

 
STATEMENT OF DIRECTOR   
 

òThis is a notice read pursuant to the requirements of the òOpen Public Meetings 
Act.ó  At least 48 hours advance notice of this meeting has been provided by posting 

of the same in writing on the bulletin boards in the County Administration Building, 
and the County Clerkõs Office and mailing a copy of the notice to the Cape May 
County Herald and the Atlantic City Press and filing t he same with the County 

Clerk, all being done on Friday , January 3 , 2020 .ó 
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE   

 
FLAG SALUTE  

 
MINUTES ð MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES OF 01/29 /20  REGULAR MEETING   
FH Desiderio  moved/ FH Hayes  seconded  

 
Freeholders  Ayes  Nay s Abstain  Absent  Motion  Second  

Mr. Desiderio    X                    X       

Ms. Hayes    X                  X 

Mr. Morey                 X       

Mr. Pierson    X                   

Mr. Thornton    X                

 

COMMUNICATIONS: None.  
 

REPORTS: 

1) COUNTY ENGINEER : Bob Church repo rted that work  on Hope Corson Road 
had been  complete d. Stagecoach Road was striped  while the striping work 

was done on Hope Corson  Road,  saving the cost of another mobilization at a 
later date.  

 

On  the Ingramõs Thorofare Bridge, partial depth pours had be en complete d.  
On the west side there were two  full depth span replacement pours that had  
to be done , as well as some partial depth replacement on the west  side. They 

were going to begin  that  work  next week , either  Wednesday or Thursday. The 
engineer  would  be putting out a notice for  a detour for that night.   

 

The engineer updated the Board  on the concept development study for CR 
621 improvements and repla cement of the Two Mile Landing Bridge, Mill 

Creek and Upper Thorofare Bridges. They were still waiting for the value 
engineering approval back from the New Jersey DOT. However, he did receive 

notification that the DOT wanted to feature the project in their  upcoming 
bridge summit , in May. Hopefully, that would bode well  for future funding, 
having  it on their radar, he commented . They would be doing a 15 minut e 

presentation on the project during the summit.  

 

The work on the  Rio Grande Gateway  Project was cont inuing . The contractor 

was working on the north side doing some drainage and concrete work. Some 
monitoring wells were to be relocated  and get elevated castings  on them . On 

the funding side, $239,000 in additional funding was awarded by FEMA via  
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the County õs application for the funding . Initially , $1.6 million had been 
granted  towards the project .  

 

2) COUNTY COUNSEL: Jeffrey Lindsay  had no report.  

 

3) COUNTY TREASURER: Brittany Smith had no report.  

 

FREEHOLDER REPORTS:    

 
1) FREEHOLDER PIERSON:  Mr. Pierson inf ormed his colleagues of his 

participation and/or experience at the following events:  100 th  birthday 
celebration  for Rita Loma at Crest Haven Nursing & Rehabilitation Center , 

Wildwood Fire Chief Dan Spiegel r etirement party, Cub Scouts Blue an d Gold 
Crossov er Ceremony in Cape May Court House, G rand o pen ing of ACT  
Engineering Services in Marmora, CMC Tech  High  School Annual Advisory 

Council meeting  & dinner , Coast Guard Community recertification meeting 
and regular Coast Guard Foundation meeting.  

 
2) FREEHOLD ER HAYES:  Ms. Hayes commented on ACT Engineering Services 

and Carol Beske, the person in charge of all the dredging that was ongoing in 

Ocean City. They were doing an absolutely wonderful job , she stated.  
 
3) FREEHOLDER DESIDERIO:   On Saturday evening Mr.  Desiderio attended the 

Cape May County Police Chiefs Association installation dinner along with 
Congressman Van Drew, Senator Testa, Assemblyman McClellan, Director 

Thornton, Beth Bozzelli and also Middle Township Mayor Donahue and 
Prosecutor Jeff Sutherl and. Many police chiefs from Cape May County and 
from across the state were in attendance. Chief Paul Skill of the Prosecutorõs 

Office was sworn in as  President of the organization.  
 
 He reported that e arlier today, during a morning Sea Isle City Council 

Meeting, several police officers and EMTõs were honored for their efforts on 
January 27 th , in which they delivered a baby girl, Luciana Golato. She was the 

first baby born on the island since 1977.  
 
4) FREEHOLDER  THORNTON:  Mr. Thornton  informed his collea gues of his 

participation and/or experience at the following events:  Veterans Resource 
Fair at Wildwood Convention Center and a Code Blue meeting with Wildwood.   

 
 He reported, Diane Wieland, Tourism Director was recently invited to Trenton 

to testify befo re the Senate on Senate Bill S488, establishing  "County Tourism 

Incentive Grant Fund" within Department of Treasury to provide funding for 
grants to counties to support to urism  advertising and promotion. The bill  was 
sponsored by Chris Brown from Atlantic County and Senator Beach of 

Camden County  he informed . John Donnadio and the New Jersey Association 
of Counties also supported the legislation. More mone y should be coming 

back to the C ounty because of this bill , which passed almost unanimously,  he 
stated . Cape May County gets very little  back  compared to what is generat ed 
by tourism here, he noted.  Diane and  her staff in  tourism  should be 

recognized as weõre a major contributor to the state, he finished .  
 

Clerk of the Board reads:  
 
114 -20  Resolution honoring the  League of Women Voters on their 100 th  

Anniversary.  
(This Resolution recognizes the League of Women Voters on their 100 th  
Anniversary.)  

 

Mary Conley addressed the Board , beginning  with the League of Women Voters 
Mission Statement. She explained t he local l eague started in 1988 as a pre -
provisional league . With the assistance of the freeholders and county employees 

they were able to publish 2 informational booklets on the workings of county 
departments in order to establish themselves as a fully functioning league. This was  
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what had to be done back in that time , she stated.  She recognized  the following 
women for their efforts in establishing the League of Women Voters:  Marylou 

Rochford, Irene Shriner, Eileen Fausey, Mary Ersek, Peggy Haskin, Dr. Rosabell 
Koz, Angela Pulvino, Corrine Robinson, Rita Fulginiti and many more. She provided 

an overview of some of their causes and the work they have done in the past and 
continue to do presently.  
 

Freeholder Hayes  told a story of a young woman who had blossomed unde r the 
guidance of the organization. Additionally, she thanked the league members for 
providing her with support during her campaign, before  read ing  Res. No. 114 -20 in 

its entirety.   
 

Director Thornton thanked t he league  for being an asset to the County of  Cape May 
and bringing awareness  of what it means to be involved in the political structure in 
the county.    

 
Freeholders  Ayes  Nay s Abstain  Absent  Motion  Second  

Mr. Desiderio    X                          X 

Ms. Hayes    X            X       

Mr. Morey                 X       

Mr. Pierson    X                   

Mr. Thornton    X                

 

 
INTRODUCED BY MR. DESIDERIO , SECONDED BY MS. HAYES  
 

93-20  Resolution transferring funds 2019 Budget.  
(This Resolution authorizes the transfer of funds from one department to 
another department.)  

 

94-20  Resolution to exceed the County Budget Appropriation limits and to 
establish a CAP Bank for Fiscal Y ear 2020  (N.J.S.A. 40a : 4 -45.14) . 

(This Resolution establishes a CAP Bank for fiscal year 2020 and schedules a 
public hearing for M arch 10, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.  
 

95-20  Resolution authorizing Governing Body Certification of C ompliance with 

the United States Equal Employment Opportunity C ommissionõs 
òEnforcement Guidance on the Consideration of Arrest and Conviction 

Records in Employment Decisio ns under Title VII of the Civil Right A ct of 
1964ó. 

(This Resolution is a certification of compliance with the United States Equal 
Opportunity Commission pursuant to P.L. 2017, c.183.)  

 
96 -20  Resolution authorizing signatories for Crest Haven Nursing Home bank 

accounts.  
(This Resolution changes signatories for Crest Haven Nursing Home Bank 
Accounts from Jennifer Williams to Adele Coggins.)  

 
97 -20  Resolution reappointing Richard Rixey as a member to the Cape May 

County Municipal Utilities Authority.  
(This Resolution au thorizes the reappointment of Richard Rixey as a member 
to the Cape May County Municipal Utilities Authority.  Term shall expire 
2/1/25.)  

 
98 -20  Resolution reappointing Carl Groon as a member to the Cape May County 

Municipal Utilities Authority.  
(This Resolution  authorizes the reappointment of Carl Groon as a member to 
the Cape May County Municipal Utilities Authority.  Term shall expire 
2/1/25.)  

 
99 -20  Resolution amending Resolution No. 9 -20 appointing certifying officers for 

2020.  
(This Resolution changes/clarifies c ertifying officers for departments for 
auditing purposes.)  
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100 -20  Resolution authorizing payment to the Travelers Insurance Company for 
various claims in the total amount of $27,415.50.  

(This Resolution authorizes payment to the Travelers Insurance Company, 
Property -Casualty Department for various claims.)  

 
101 -20  Resolution authorizing renewal with American Home Assurance Company 

for Commercial Property Coverage in the total amount of $409,339.38.  
(This Resolution authorizes renewal of Commercial Property Insurance Po licy 
#025032496 for the term of 01/01/2020 through 01/01/2021.)  

 

102 -20  Resolution authorizing renewal with Travelers Indemnity Insurance 
Company for 2020 Commercial Package Insurance Policy in the total 
amount of $1,236,901.00.  

(This Resolution authorizes renewa l of the 2020 Commercial Package 
Insurance Policy for the term of 01/01/2020 through 01/01/2021.)  

 
103 -20  Resolution a dding New Classification for County Employees.  

(This Resolution establishes the use of additional NJCSC titles and their salary 
ranges for County  employees by amending Resolution No. 5117 -78.)  

 
104 -20  Resolution appointing Petty Cash Custodians for 2020.  

(This Resolution designates Petty Cash Custodians who are authorized to sign 
petty cash accounts.)  

 
105 -20  Resolution authorizing First Amendment to Lease Agree ment between the 

County of Cape May and Tractor Supply Company.  
(This Resolution authorizes the First Amendment to Lease Agreement between 
the County of Cape May and Tractor Supply Company.)  

 
 
Freeholders  Ayes  Nay s Abstain  Absent  Motion  Second  

Mr. Desider io    X             X       

Ms. Hayes    X              X 

Mr. Morey           X            

Mr. Pierson    X                 

Mr. Thornton    X          

 
INTRODUCED BY MR . PIERSON , SECONDED BY MR. DESIDERIO  
 

106 -20  Resolution granting and amending various Leaves of  Absence to County 
Employees.  

(This Resolution authorizes County Employees to be placed on a Leave of 
Absence in accordance with the County Leave of Absence Policy and the 
Family Medical Leave Act (FMLA).)  

 

107 -20  Resolution appointing and reappointing members to  the Cape May County 
CBRNE/HAZMAT Task Force.  

(This Resolution authorizes the appointments and reappointments of members 
to the County CBRNE/HAZMAT Task Force, in accordance with the provisions 
of the County Environmental Health Act, for the term of Januar y 1, 2020 to 
December 31, 2020.)  

 
108 -20  Resolut ion applying to State of New Jersey Department of Children and 

Families for 2020 Grant Funds for Childrenõs Inter-Agency Coordinating 
Council (C.I.A.C.C.) for a total amount of $39,825.00 for the period of 

January 1 , 2020 to December 1, 2020.  
(This Resolution authorizes application for funding for the Childrenõs Inter-
Agency Coordinating Council Project for the period of 1/1/20 to 12/31/20 in 
the amount of $39,825.00.)  

 

109 -20  Resolution accepting 2020 Delta Dental of New J ersey Foundation Grant 

for Senior Oral Health Program  in the amount of $8,000.00 for the period 
January 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020.  

(This Resolution accepts funding for Delta Dental of New Jersey Foundation in 
the amount of $8,000.00.)  
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110 -20  Resolu tion accep ting Grant Award for FEMA PHASE 36 Emergency Food 
and Shelter Program (EFSP ) for the period F ebruary 1, 2018 to March 31, 

2020 in the amount of $29,014.00 . 
(This Resolution authorizes acceptance of grant award from FEMA for the 
Emergency Food and Shelter N ational Board Program in the amount of 
$93,014.00; County of Cape May will receive $29,014.00 of the award and 
FEMA will administer $64,000.00 on behalf of Cape May County; to submit an 
application to the Local EFSP; to act as a Local Recipient Organizatio n; to 
solicit applications to qualifying organizations; and to execute applications and 
subsequent contracts as applicable in order to administer the food and shelter 
program.)  

 
111 -20  Resolution applying to New Jersey D epartment of Law & Public Safety for 

FY21 H azardous Materials E mergency Preparedness Training G rant in the 
amount of $24,054.00.  

(This Resolution applies to the State for funds to conduct Hazardous Materials 
Awareness and Operations/Confined Space Awareness and Operations 

training for first respond ers for the period of 9/30/20 through 8/31/21.)  

 

 
Freeholders  Ayes  Nay s Abstain  Absent  Motion  Second  

Mr. Desiderio    X               X 

Ms. Hayes    X               

Mr. Morey            X         

Mr. Pierson    X                X  

Mr. Thornton    X           

 

INTRODUCED BY MS. HAYES , SECONDED BY M R. DESIDERIO  
 
112 -20  Resolution supplementing the 2020  Salary Resolution and approving 

appointments and salaries.  
(This Resolution authorizes the hiring of new County employees, temporary 
assignment pay, salary changes o r corrections, title changes and promotions 
of County employees when applicable.)  

 

113 -20  Resolution authorizing the Board to hold a meeting excluding the public on  
February 11, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as possible or as 
practicable.  Matters fallin g within attorney -client privilege, pursuant to 

N.J.S.A .10:4 -12(b)(7) and pending litigation pursuant to N.J.S.A . 10:4 -
12(b)(7).  

(This Resolution authorizes the Board of Chosen Freeholders to conduct a 
meeting excluding the public at the stated time in ac cordance with the Open 
Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.  10:4 -1, et seq.) 

 

115 -20  Resolution authorizing use of County Facility Application with Pepper 
Softball League for a two -day softball tournament at County Park East.  

(This Resolution grants permission to the Pe pper Softball League to hold a 

softball tournament at County Park East on June 13 and June 14, 2020.)  

 
116 -20  Resolution authorizing Marmora Volunteer Fire Company to solicit  

contributions along Roosevelt Boulevard (CR623) on various dates in the  

Township of Uppe r.  
(This Resolution authorizes fire company volunteers to hold ôcoin dropsõ to 
obtain public contributions which help offset operational expenses.)  

 

117 -20  Resolution accepting proposal of Mott MacDonald in the amount of 
$15,303.20  for Licensed Site Remediation P rofessional and Environmental 
Services for  Hazardous Material Services for four buildings, Cape May 

County Airport.  
(This Resolution accepts the proposal of Mott MacDonald in the amount of 
$15,303.20 for licensed site remediation professional and environme ntal 
services associated with Hazardous Material Services for four buildings, Cape 
May County Airport.  Mott MacDonald is one of the consultants in the 
Licensed Site Remediation Professional Services on an As -Needed Basis  pool of 
consultants established by  the Fair and Open Process.)  
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118 -20  Resolution accepting proposal of Gibson Associates, P.A. in the amount of  
$152,895.80 for Professional Construction Engineering Services associated 

with  Woodbine -Ocean View Road (CR550) R oundabout Improvements, 
Borough of Woodbine.  

(This Resolution accepts the proposal of Gibson Associates, P.A. in the amount 
of $152,895.80 for Woodbine -Ocean View Road (CR550) Roundabout 
Improvements, Borough of Woodbine.)  

 

119 -20  Resolution authorizing Change Order No. 1 -Final in the amount of 
<$55,2 88.46>  and accepting the work and closing the contract of Asphalt 

Paving Systems, Inc.  for Main Street (CR610) Improvements from U.S. 
Route 47 to Dennisville  Petersburg Road, Township of Dennis.  

(This Resolution authorizes a final change order, accepts the  work and closes 
the contract.)  

 
120 -20  Resolution authorizing the use of Competitive Contracting to provide  

Professional Construction Engineering Services for Corson Tavern Road 

(CR628)  Resurfacing Improvements Phase II, Townships of Dennis and 
Upper.  

(This Reso lution authorizes the use of competitive contracting process 
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11 -4.1(3)i for selecting consultants for professional 
construction engineering services.)  

 

121 -20  Resolution authorizing an Indemnification Agreement with Somerset 
Wheelmen  to c onduct Steve Reed Memorial Time Trial on Court House -

South Dennis Road  (CR657) on April 5, 2020.  
(This Resolution grants permission for an organization to conduct USA 

Cycling -sanctioned time trials on a County road.)  

 
122 -20  Resolution closing the contract and ac cepting the work of JPC Group, Inc. 

for  Avalon Boulevard (CR601) over Ingrams Thorofare Underwater 
Substructure  Repairs.  

(This Resolution accepts the work and closes the contract.)  
 

123 -20  Resolution closing the contract and accepting the  work of Remington & Vern ick  
Engineers, Inc. for Professional Construction Engineering Services for 
Ocean Drive (CR621) over Upper Thorofare and Mill Creek Bridge Repair 

and Approach Guide Rail Replacement ð Phase-I, Township of Lower.  
(This Resolution accepts the work and closes the contract.)  

 

124 -20  Resolution authorizing application for Road Opening Permit to New Jersey  

American Water for the intersection of Mechanic Street and Goshen Road  
(CR615), Township of Middle.  

(This Resolution authorizes New Jersey American Water to install a new water 
main as part of a replacement project on Mechanic Street and Goshen Road 
(CR615), Township of Middle.  Work will be completed promptly.)  

 

125 -20  Resolution awarding 2019/2020 Miscellaneous Drainage Improvements I 
on an  As-Needed Basis t hroughout Cape Ma y County to Landberg 
Construction, LLC  based upon unit p rices.  

(This Resolution awards the contract for 2019/2020 Miscellaneous Drainage 
Improvements I on an As -Needed Basis throughout Cape May County.)  

 

126 -20  Resolution requesting that the New Jersey Department  of Transportation  
expedite construction of the replacement of the Dias Creek Culvert along 
U.S.  Route 47 in Middle Township.  

(This Resolution requests that the NJDOT expedite construction of the 
replacement of the Dias Creek culvert along U.S. Route 47 in  Middle 
Township.)  

 
Freeholders  Ayes  Nays  Abstain  Absent  Motion  Second  

Mr. Desiderio   X               X 

Ms. Hayes   X          X  

Mr. Morey   X          

Mr. Pierson   X         

Mr. Thornton   X           
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Freeholder Director Thorntonõs Budget Message 
 

The Budget we are introducing today is the culmination of many hours of collaboration, 

meetings and examination.  No two budget years are alike, there are many factors that 

guide the preparation and ultimate spending plan for County government.  We are all 

held to the same restrictions and must comply with the State mandated 2% CAP.  There 

are no exceptions.  Core services and infrastructure improvements as well as public 

safety and health and human services are paramount in our spending plan.  

The Administrator and the budget committee have worked diligently to ensure services 

to our residents are adequately provided with room for growth as we move forward.    

The 2020 budget reflects the Boardôs continued conservative financial policies that have 

served this County well and have allowed us to maintain a strong financial rating.  This 

job does not end with the adoption of the budget.  We carefully monitor spending 

throughout the year and adjust to changes in priorities and programs.   

The total budget for 2020 is $172.8 million.  This budget reflects an overall increase of 

3.89% over 2019.  This increase will enable the County to maintain essential services as 

well as support Capital Improvement projects that includes county roads and bridges.   

The tax rate for 2020 is estimated to remain flat.  Revenue increased 3.89%, the levy 

raised in support of the 2020 budget is $124.8 million.  The tax rate is projected to be 

.2279 in 2020. 

 

The County was able to generate surplus of $12.2 million dollars, which pushed the 

total surplus to $24 million dollars for the first time in several years.  The Countyôs 

anticipated surplus in the budget is $12 million which is 50% of the available surplus. 

This is consistent with the County's financial policy.   

 

Cape May County is moving forward in addressing national issues that are impacting 

our residents.  Our families are being impacted and we must all work together to 

provide services to end homelessness and addiction.   The recent renovations of the third 

floor of the Court House has provided much needed space for the expansion of the 

Recovery Court, which has changed the way we all address addiction and is saving lives 

and supporting families.   

The Homeless Trust Fund is providing financial assistance to our local municipalities 

and faith-based organizations in our continued effort to provide warming shelters and 

services to end homelessness.  These issues impact all of us and only by working 

together can we make a difference. 
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One of the biggest economic development projects in our history is the acquisition of 

the former Rio Grande Plaza in Middle Township.  Scheduled to open this year, the 

newly named ñCounty Commonsò is a unique project that is reinventing a mall that was 

in decline to become an integrated lifestyle hub.  This project is garnering national 

attention and will provide residents with social services, entertainment, retail, food, and 

a Veterans' clinic.  Literally a few hundred yards from the existing Social Services 

Building and on the NJ Transit bus route, residents will be able to easily access a variety 

of services in one location.  County Commons will provide year-round jobs and provide 

a safe, mixed-use gathering place for families with growth well into the future.  

Airport improvements continue and will serve to diversify and create year-round jobs in 

aviation and technology.  

2019 signaled a positive shift in ratables in Cape May County.  Home sales and property 

transfers are showing growth after a few years of decline.  Tourism is growing with 

record growth to nearly $7 Billion, creating over 35,000 jobs.   

Our future looks bright and this Board will continue to protect the quality of life we 

enjoy, provide superior services, and remain conservative in our spending.  

INTRODUCTION OF THE 2020 BUDGET  
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2020

COUNTY BUDGET

Budget of the County of Cape May for the Fiscal Year 2020

Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

on the 11th day of February 2020 and that public" Administration Building

advertisement will be made in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S. 40A:4-6 and N.J.A.C. 5:30-4.4(d). Address

4 Moore Road, Cape May Court House, NJ 08210

Address

Certified by me, this 11th day of February , 2020 609-465-1070

Phone Number

It is hereby certified that the approved Budget annexed hereto and hereby made

pated revenues equals the total of appropriations. pated revenues equals the total of appropriations.

Certified by me, this 11th day of February , 2020 Certified by me, this 11th day of February , 2020

Ocean City, NJ 08226-0538
Registered Municipal Accountant Address Chief Financial Off icer

1535 Haven Road 609-399-6333
Address Phone Number

DO NOT USE THESE SPACES

(Do not advertise this Certification Form) CERTIFICATION OF APPROVED BUDGET

approval is given pursuant to N.J.S. 40A:4-79.

have been made.  The adopted budget is certified with respect to the foregoing only.

STATE OF NEW JERSEY STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Department of Community Affairs Department of Community Affairs

Director of the Division of Local Government Services Director of the Division of Local Government Services

Dated: 2020 By: Dated: 2020 By:

Sheet 1

Elizabeth Bozzelli

CERTIFICATION OF ADOPTED BUDGET

It is hereby certified that the Budget and Capital Budget annexed hereto and hereby made a part

the approved Budget previously certified by me and any changes required as a condition to such approval

It is hereby certified that the Approved Budget made part hereof complies with the requirements of law, and 

hereof is a true copy of the Budget and Capital Budget approved by resolution of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

It is hereby certified that the approved Budget annexed hereto and hereby made

a part is an exact copy of the original on file with the Clerk of the Governing Body, that all

additions are correct, all statements contained herein are in proof, and the total of antici-

a part is an exact copy of the original on file with the Clerk of the Governing Body, that all

Leon P Costello, CPA       X

additions are correct, all statements contained herein are in proof, and the total of antici-

It is hereby certified that the amount to be raised by taxation for County purposes has been compared with

Brittany M. Smith
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